
 
 

 

OLD METAIRIE COMMISSION (OMC) MINUTES 
PUBLIC HEARING 

September 5, 2019 9:00 a.m., Suite 604, Yenni Building 
 
In Attendance 

 
Old Metairie Commission Members 

Present     Absent 
 
Ninette Eastman, Chair √  
Clifford Brown, Vice-Chair √  
Dr. Monica Monica √  
Thomas McAlister √  
Cynthia J. Steward  √ 

 
 

Others 
Bess Renfrow, Assistant Parish Attorney 
Tramone Chetta, Dept. Inspection and Code Enforcement 
Bernie Wisnowski, Parish Arborist 
 
Ms. Eastman, Chairman, introduced herself, other members of the Commission, and the Parish staff. 
 
The Old Metairie Commission (OMC) conducted the September 5, 2019 public hearing at the Joseph 
S. Yenni Building in Suite 604, 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Jefferson, LA 70123. Ms. Eastman 
proceeded to the agenda and opened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

OM-16-19 452 Hector Ave. 

An appeal to a denied tree removal request, on Lots 21, 22, and 23, Square 9, Metairie Suburb, 
Jefferson Parish, LA, bounded by Geranium St., Iona St., and Duplessis St., zoned R-1B Suburban 
Residential/OMNCD Old Metairie Neighborhood Conservation District. (Council District 5) 
 
Ms. MacKay reported the findings of the case. 
 
Planning Department Recommendation: The Planning Department defers recommendation to the 
Parish Arborist regarding requests for tree removal 
 
Ms. Eastman opened the floor for the applicant/owner to speak.  
 
Jack Benjamin, Jr. property owner of 452 Hector Ave. stated the tree has been encroaching and 
causing problems to the neighbor next door. When Mr. Farnsworth (neighbor) was informed of the 
situation, they started working together to come to a solution. The tree’s knees are growing all over 
the back yard as well as in the neighbor’s yard. The knees are also growing close to Mr. Benjamin’s 
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garage and when Mr. Farnsworth showed what was happening in his backyard Mr. Benjamin 
contacted a tree service to see what could be done. That was January 2019. Given the damage the 
tree has done to Mr. Farnsworth property, and its location to the gas and water lines, Mr. Benjamin 
is asking for the OMC’s support to remove the tree. 
 
Ms. Eastman opened the floor for any proponents to speak.  
 
Bob Farnsworth, 451 Iona stated that his patio and utility lines are being affected by the tree. The 
tree has been there for years and every year he would try to keep up with the damage it has caused.  
The knees are coming up immediately adjacent by the gas lines and electric lines next door, and 
feels it’s a safety hazard and is in support of the removal of the tree. 
 
Ms. Eastman opened the floor for any opponents to speak. There were none. 
 
Mr. McAlister asked Mr. Wisnowski if it’s a relatively recent phenomenon in the neighborhood post 
Katrina that these knees are cropping up so far away from the trees themselves or is this just a 
function of time and age. 
 
Mr. Wisnowski stated, as these trees grow larger the root systems expand. Once they begin to form 
knees and every time you cut the grass and weed eat around them the knees keep reforming. It also 
has a lot to do with the soil, which is very shallow, so the roots don’t grow deep into the soil. It’s 
genetic with Bald Cypress. 
 
Mr. McAlister added that it puts the property owner in a catch-22, in that Mr. Benjamin could be 
responsible for damage to his neighbor’s property. Mr. McAlister doesn’t believe people should just 
be ready to start cutting down big beautiful trees like the Bald Cypress unless they are a problem 
and they are appropriately replaced according to the terms of the Ordinance.  
 
Dr. Monica agreed and stated this is a case-by-case situation and that this is urgent to get resolve 
because the tree is located close to the gas line. She would be in favor to grant this appeal for the 
removal of the Bald Cypress due to the nature of the impact to the gas line and due to the damage 
on Mr. Farnsworth’s property, and the nature of the complexity of the situation. 
 
Mr. Brown also agreed and stated that it’s a safety hazard when it causes this much damage and 
thinks it should be removed. 
 
Ms. Eastman asked Mr. Wisnowski that after the tree comes down as for as the knees are concerned, 
should they be dug up or do they just stay where they are.  
 
Mr. Wisnowski stated that it is up to the property owner the Arborist. Once the Bald Cypress is cut 
down, the knees will eventually die.  
He also explained the replacement options:  

1. Replant (if it’s a healthy tree and it’s considered significant by ordinance on their property two 
trees must be planted) or 

2. Because it’s a healthy tree property owner would have to pay $1,000 per required tree if they 
want to avoid replanting trees. 

In this case they will have to replace two trees or pay $2,000. 
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Ms. Eastman strongly encouraged the property owners to replace the trees more over onto their 
property as in this case in the back corner for shade and privacy. 
 
Dr. Monica made a motion to recommend approval to the BZA to support the removal of the Bald 
Cypress Tree at 452 Hector Ave. Seconded by Mr. Brown. 
 
Ms. Eastman called the roll on the motion: 
 Aye Nay 
Ms. Eastman _√_    ___ 
Mr. Brown _√_    ___ 
Dr. Monica _√_       ___ 
Mr. McAlister _√__    ___ 
Ms. Steward      ____    ___ 
The ayes have it by a vote of 4 to 0. Ms. Steward absent. Motion approved.  
 
OM-17-19   307 Cuddihy Dr. 
Because the Planning Department has consistently been receiving revised plans and as a result, it 
has left the Planning Department unable to present the case to the commission and will need to be 
deferred to the next meeting. 
 
Dr. Monica made a motion to defer this case to the next scheduled hearing. Seconded by Mr. 
McAlister. 
 
Ms. Eastman called the roll on the motion: 
 Aye Nay 
Ms. Eastman _√_    ___ 
Mr. Brown _√_    ___ 
Dr. Monica _√_       ___ 
Mr. McAlister _√__    ___ 
Ms. Steward      ____    ___ 
 
The ayes have it by a vote of 4 to 0. Ms. Steward absent. Motion approved.  
 
Minutes 
Dr. Monica made a motion to adopt the minutes from August 1, 2019. Seconded by Mr. Brown.  
 
Ms. Eastman called the roll on the motion: 
 Aye Nay 
Ms. Eastman _√_    ___ 
Mr. Brown _√_    ___ 
Dr. Monica _√_       ___ 
Mr. McAlister _√__    ___ 
Ms. Steward      ____    ___ 
 
The ayes have it by a vote of 4 to 0. Ms. Steward absent. Motion approved.  
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Ms. Cassagne stated that April, May and June minutes were corrected to reflect the correct date on 
all the pages; when correction to June minutes were made we noticed the date on the 2nd page was 
not correct. 
 
Administrative Approvals & Follow-up of previous cases 

 No administrative approvals since the August 1st meeting. 
 The BZA did grant the variance to the Blake’s Residence at 10 Nassau Dr for their fence in 

the location that they requested. They will work with Code Enforcement to resolve the issue 
regarding the chain wall. 

 
Dr. Monica moved for adjournment, Mr. Brown seconded.  All were in favor. (4-0). 
 
 


