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Comprehensive Plan Update 
Minutes - Steering Committee Meeting #6  

August 15, 2019, 11:30am – 1:00pm 
Yenni Building, 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd, Suite 601, Jefferson, LA 70123 

 
Attendees  
Steering Committee Members 
Bob Evans 
Bruce Layburn   
Bruce Richards  
Liz Van Dervort 
Mike Boudreaux 
Tony Ligi 
Lloyd Tran 
Kelly Hand 
Derek Chisholm 
Bruce Wainer  
Jackie Madden 
Lee Giorgio  
 
Absent Steering Committee Members 
Stan Salathe 

Jefferson Parish Staff 
Terri Wilkinson, Director, Planning 
Department 
Juliette Cassagne, Assistant Planning 
Director, Planning Department 
Melissa Guilbeau, Senior Planner, Planning 
Department 
Sharon Leader, Director, Transit  
Maggie Talley, Director, Hazard Mitigation  
 
Consulting Team 
Ross Liner, Digital Engineering  
Tiffany Peperone Pitre, Digital Engineering 
 
 

 
 
Call to Order 
At 11:33am, Committee Chair Bob Evans called the meeting to order, declared quorum and 
welcomed the Committee.  
 
11:35am Minutes Approved  
Mike Boudreaux asked whether the red-lined document would be updated.  Ross Liner 
responded that the document would be updated after the committee’s approval.  Mr. Boudreaux 
motioned to approve the minutes from Steering Committee Meeting #5, Bruce Wainer 
seconded. All voted in favor of approving minutes.   
 
11:40am Presentation of Draft Updated Plan and FLUM  
Terri Wilkinson presented a summary of Draft Updated Plan including:   

 Steps taken since last steering committee meeting  
 Summary of public comments received  
 Planning Director’s findings such as the need to broadly address regional topics and 

linking the Plan to other major plans 
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 Changes to the Plan since the last committee meeting including new elements and 
changes to FLUM categories 

 Changes to the latest draft since the committee members’ receipt  
 
Ms. Wilkinson reported that since the last steering committee meeting, additional public input 
was reviewed, clarification was received from department directors and the Chief Operating 
Officer, and concurrent planning processes were coming to an end. She summarized the public 
comments that ranged from general to very specific, including specific comments for the 
proposed Future Land Use Map.    
 
Ms. Wilkinson explained that in the Plan, she attempted to capture the Parish’s complexity. She 
discussed the need for major plan linkages, such as the Jefferson Parish Transit Strategic Plan 
and Hazard Mitigation Plan. Sharon Leader said that she was pleased because she has been 
working with the business and civic communities and the transit plan will carry more weight 
when adopted. Maggie Talley announced that the Hazard Mitigation Plan was under review by 
FEMA and expects its adoption by the Parish Council by the end of the year.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson recommended that Natural Hazards and Economic Development be added as 
elements. Liz Van DerVort noted that the Housing Stock Enhancement Strategic Plan was also 
related to Economic Development. Ms. Wilkinson agreed that housing was also a topic of the 
Jefferson Edge and that many of these topics were related.  
 
Derek Chisholm asked whether all plans would be checked for consistency. Ms. Wilkinson said 
that was the goal along with not creating inconsistencies among relevant elements.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson presented a revised name for the Community Facilities and Resources Element – 
Community Facilities and Open Space. Ms. Wilkinson also shared a revised description of the 
Suburban Residential category that omits references to housing types other than single-family.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson noted that Jefferson Parish’s industrial districts require review. She recommends 
renaming the future land use category of Light Industrial to the newer term Production, 
Distribution, and Repair. She presented changes to the Future Land Use Map.  
 
Ms. Wilkinson explained that the Plan will be adopted by reference instead of codifying every 
word. The Plan’s administration includes elements, implementation program, sub-plans, and 
sets thresholds for land use map amendments.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson explained that the American Planning Association recognizes two approaches for 
implementation tasks. One approach is detailed with implementation dates, responsible entities, 
established costs, and fundraising sources. The second is less detailed with broad policy 
directives. Due to the Parish’s large size and complexity, she recommends using the second 
approach.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson reported other changes since the last draft including support of bus rapid or high 
capacity transit, passenger rail planning, and completion of the storm water management plan, 
per the Chief Operations Officer and directors.   
 
Ms. Wilkinson noted that the next steps include a 30-day public comment period, Planning 
Advisory Board public hearings on October 17 and 31, and Parish Council public hearings 
anticipated on November 6 and/or December 18. 
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12:15pm Facilitated Discussion  
Ms. Leader reported that the Regional Planning Commission is analyzing the Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) and JET from a regional perspective. She explained that lack of funding is a 
serious transit issue and that transit needs include more buses, headway reduction, late night 
service, and weekend service. Ms. Wilkinson said that she found high support for transit during 
the planning process. 
 
Mr. Evans asked whether any entity is trying to accomplish passenger rail. Ms. Wilkinson and 
Mr. Chisholm both responded affirmatively. Ms. Wilkinson added that the relevant 
implementation task could be amended from “support” to “plan and develop” in the future, if 
appropriate.   
 
With regards to the storm water management study, Mr. Chisholm asked whether the final 
product was a feasibility study or ordinance changes. Ms. Wilkinson responded that they are 
discussing types of soils that could result in maps and matrices. Further, she would not be ready 
to redefine the implementation task that currently provides for “completion and implementation 
of the study” until the study is complete. 
 
12:26pm Vote  
Mr. Evans asked what the committee would be voting. Ms. Wilkinson explained that the 
committee is voting on the Plan update, FLUM revisions, listed revisions in the slides titled 
“since you received latest draft,” along with more graphics and minor wordsmithing. Mr. Evans 
said that he does not want major changes in the next draft that is presented to the Council. 
Ms. Wilkinson explained that there is a 30-day public comment period and review by the 
Planning Advisory Board that could result in additional amendments. Ms. Wilkinson will notify 
the committee if these changes are substantial to determine whether additional Steering 
Committee review is needed. However, since the plan has been heavily vetted, she does not 
expect such substantive changes. 
 
Mr. Evans asked whether Ms. Wilkinson sent a letter to the civic groups. Ms. Wilkinson advised 
that she sent letters offering presentations to the umbrella groups – the Jefferson Chamber and 
the East and West Bank Civic Associations. She reported that the West Bank has scheduled a 
presentation, but the East Bank has not yet done so. Mr. Evans requested that Ms. Wilkinson 
send letters to each group due to concern that the information would not filter down to the 
smaller groups. Ms. Wilkinson agreed to send notices to each of the smaller groups.   
 
Jackie Madden commended the Plan’s concern for housing and the planning process. 
Mr. Giorgio also commended the planning process’ efficiency.   
 
Ms. Madden motioned to accept the Plan with reported revisions and move forward. 
Mr. Chisolm seconded the motion. All voted in favor.   
 
12:50pm Meeting Adjourned  
Mr. Evans thanked the committee, staff, and consultants and asked if anyone had any additional 
business. The meeting was adjourned with a motion by Ms. Madden, seconded by Mr. 
Richards. 


