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Rosethorn WWTP  
Isaac Recovery Needs 
 

 
The purpose of this report is to identify unmet infrastructure needs for addressing Hurricane 
Isaac Impacts at the Rosethorn Wastewater Treatment Plant in Jefferson Parish and to show that 
the unmet needs exceed HUD’s $400,000 threshold. 
 
New Levee and Generator at Rosethorn Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 
It has been determined that there is need to construct a new levee and a generator at the plant to 
address impacts from Hurricane Isaac and to mitigate impacts from future storm events. 
 
Project Description: 

The existing facility at the Jefferson Parish Rosethorn Wastewater Plant treats raw sewage flow 
from the Jean Lafitte area. The plant is located at 865 Jean Lafitte Blvd, in Jean Lafitte, LA in 
Jefferson Parish. 

This project includes the following work at the plant to address Isaac impacts: 
 
 Reconstruction of existing flood protection levee to an elevation of + 9 ft. 

 
 Restoration of embankment levee next to aeration basin and clarifier 

 
 Drainage improvements at the plant site 

 
 Roadway and access improvements 

 
 Backup generator for plant 

 
Project Justification and Recovery Rationale: 

During Hurricane Isaac, the existing Rosethorn Plant levee was overtopped with floodwaters and 
the plant operations were severely disrupted.  The floodwaters also damaged the levees and 
embankments next to plant structures and prevented Parish staff from being able to access the 
plant.  In addition, there was a power outage at the plant that lasted about 1 week.  The main 
consequence was the discharge of untreated raw sewage into the environment. 
 
This project will address the impacts from Isaac as well as future storm impacts as follows: 
 
 Having a new flood protection levee at elevation +9 ft. around the perimeter of the 

property will prevent floodwaters from inundating the plant and shutting down operations 
in future storm events like Isaac.  It will also prevent erosion of embankments and will 
protect existing structures/equipment and will allow Parish staff to access the plant.  
 

 Having drainage improvements will allow the site to properly handle rainwater and there 
will also be roadway improvements to ensure accessibility. 
 

 Embankments next to critical plant structures will be stabilized to prevent future failures. 
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 Having a backup generator at the plant, will allow the plant to operate during power 
outages from future events.  
 

Sources and Uses Statement 

A more detailed cost estimate will be formulated as the project is further developed, however, it 
is our professional engineering opinion that the total project cost will be at least $500,000.  

The sources and uses statement for the project is shown below: 

Expenditures 
Engineering and Inspection   $75,000.00
Construction $425,000.00 
Total $500,000.00*
Funding Sources 
Parish Funds            $0.00
CDBG funds            $0.00 
FEMA funds            $0.00
Total            $0.00

 

* Total cost will be at least $500,000. 

Operation Budget Impact is not applicable. 

As shown in the statement, there are no available funds to cover the project.   

The Department of Sewerage has a very limited capital budget for normal capital improvements 
and does not have a budget for disaster recovery projects. We’ve attached the Parish capital 
budgets adopted since Hurricane Isaac.  As shown, there is no Parish funding available for this 
Rosethorn Plant project. 

The Parish did receive Isaac Disaster CDBG funding, however, the funding wasn’t sufficient to 
also include this project.  Also, the project isn’t eligible for FEMA funding.  
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Rosethorn Plant












